
Happy New Year! We hope everybody had a 

fantastic holiday season with family and friends. 

Over the years we have written about the major 

charter destinations, including the French & 

Italian Riviera, Croatia, the Caribbean Islands, 

New England and the Florida Keys. After 

recently working on a half-dozen charters in 

the Galápagos Islands we decided to share this 

exotic and explorative charter destination in the 

latest issue of Charter News. 

The Galápagos are famed for their vast number 

of endemic species and were studied by 

Charles Darwin during the voyage of 

the Beagle. The islands are strictly 

protected and unlike a typical charter 

where you create your itinerary with 

CYP and the Captain, the Galápagos 

itineraries are established by the 

National Park, ensuring continuous 

protection of this amazing destination. 

There are two international airports in 

Ecuador—Quito and Guayaquil to fly 
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to, from there, commercial flights take you to the 

island of Baltra where your charter commences. 

For purposes of space, we have included just 

an overview of the yacht charter itinerary. The 

number of yachts is extremely limited so we 

recommend booking well in advance.

What else is going on in 2016? To stay on top 

of the ever changing industry and the plethora 

of yachts available for charter at any given time 

this year we will be attending the inaugural 

Yachts Miami Beach Show, as well as the MYBA 

Charter Show in Genoa Italy, the Mediterranean 

Yacht Show in Nafplion Greece, the Newport 

Charter Show, the Fort Lauderdale International 

Boat Show, the Tortola Charter Show in the 

British Virgin Islands and the Antigua Charter 

Show. These seven shows along with several 

“familiarization” trips throughout the year will 

provide us with unsurpassed knowledge of the 

yachts, their crew and destinations.

We look forward to working with you in 2016! 

Maggie Vale, Lara-Jo Houghting, Kaisa Pace, 

Maria Galdos & Ben Osborn.
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Extraordinary Galápagos. 
SAVOR THE WONDERS OF THE NATURAL WORLD IN PRIVACY AND STYLE WHILE YOU VISIT THE 
SMALLER, MORE REMOTE AND INTIMATE SITES THAT ONLY A PRIVATE YACHT CAN TAKE YOU TO.

THROW OFF THE BOWLINE.

SAIL AWAY FROM THE SAFE HARBOUR.

CATCH THE TRADE WINDS IN YOUR SAILS.

—MARK TWAIN

South Plaza Island is small (0.13 km2) but famous for 
its extraordinary flora, particularly the Opuntia cactus.

Sunrise at Kicker Rock / León Dormido (140 meters tall), San Cristóbal Island

Blue footed booby

Sally lightfoot crabs Endangered land iguana Giant tortoises



6:00 am  |  Rise & Shine: Awaken at sunrise. During 

the hottest times of the year, February / March, we go 

ashore soon after 6:00 am and return for breakfast 

around 9:30 am, when the temperatures have risen.

6:30 / 9:30 am (seasonal)  |  Breakfast: Start  

the day with fresh fruit, cereals and breads, eggs 

made to order, fresh-squeezed juice, and coffee 

or tea—while your guide explains the morning’s 

activities so you can plan appropriate gear.

6:30 / 7:15 am (seasonal)  |  Morning Landing:  

A short panga ride brings you to shore for a wet-

beach or dry-dock landing. Walks include sandy 

coves, tide pools, lava flows, rocks, steep steps and 

earthen paths. Walks are leisurely with time for bird 

watching, photos, learning, and listening to nature.

10:30  |  Mid-morning Break: Return to the boat for 

a snack and short break. Since there is absolutely 

no food allowed on the islands, you are always 

greeted aboard the yacht with a tasty refreshment.

11:00  |  Snorkeling: The group snorkels at 

least once every day, sometimes twice. Snorkel 

sessions typically last 30 minutes to an hour. This 

time may also be used to swim or kayak.

12:00  |  Lunch: The afternoon meal is the most 

important meal of the day in Ecuadorian culture. 

Lunch is a sit-down event with several courses. 

The meal always starts with a salad or a traditional 

soup, followed by a hot entrée and dessert.

1:00  |  Siesta & Playtime: On days when you visit 

two islands, the boat will be in transit mid-day. 

This time is often used by the guides for lectures 

on climate, oceanography, formation of volcanic 

islands, human history, plate tectonics, species of 

the Galápagos, and Darwin’s theories of evolution. 

This could also be the perfect time for a siesta, 

reading one of the Galápagos-themed books from 

the yacht’s library, journaling, or enjoying ocean 

views. If the yacht is not traveling, this time can be 

used for water recreation, swimming or kayaking.

3:00 /  3:30  |  Second Shore Visit: Shore explorations 

along marked trails. According to park rules, visitors 

must be off the island by 6:00 pm, in time to enjoy the 

sunset from the top deck with a cocktail in-hand.

7:00  |  Dinner: Your chef takes pride in creating a 

variety of entrees throughout the week featuring 

chicken, meat, pork, and fish. The chef also enjoys 

planning unique meals for holidays or special events. 

Requests may be accommodated if made in advance.

8:00  |  Recap and Preview: Evenings feature 

talks and lectures to review the birds and animals 

that you saw during the day or preview the next 

day. Staterooms feature DVD/CD, VHS and LCD 

monitors for watching movies from the yacht’s 

video library or viewing your own.

Goodnight: You may retire to your cabin as early 

or as late as you wish. The crew often pulls up 

anchor shortly after dinner to travel to the next 

harbor by morning. 

What’s a day like?
LIFE ON A YACHT THROUGHOUT THE GALÁPAGOS FOLLOWS 
A DISTINCT RHYTHM, ACTIVITIES VARY SLIGHTLY BASED ON 
PASSENGER INTERESTS AND THE INDIVIDUAL STYLE OF EACH 
ADVENTURE GUIDE, BUT READ ON FOR A FIRST TASTE OF A 
DAY IN THIS INCREDIBLE JOURNEY.

While itineraries in the Galápagos are meticulously planned 

a luxury charter provides flexibility in order to fit a particular 

group’s interests, allow for serendipitous encounters and 

accommodate weather or travel conditions. 

600 miles West of Ecuador
an astounding experience awaits.
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Group encounter with dolphins while Integrity’s panga brings guests to shore

Master stateroom onboard MY Integrity

Pinnacle Rock, Bartolomé Island Giant Galápagos tortoise
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Mother and child sea lion hugging

Reina Silvia’s naturalist, charter guests and sea lions



SATURDAY  |  BALTRA (AIRPORT: GPS)

AM
 Santa Cruz Highlands: A special opportunity 

to view the Galápagos tortoises in their wild 

habitat. We’ll stop at Los Gemelos—The Twins—

two large lava sinkholes to experience forests of 

Scalesia. Sights of the vermilion flycatcher and 

Darwin’s finches will delight everyone.

PM
 Charles Darwin Research Station & 

Galápagos National Park Headquarters: Learn 

first-hand of the conservation and research efforts 

in the Islands while you see adult tortoises, lots of 

hatchlings, and learn of the repatriation programs 

that are saving several subspecies from extinction. 

In the afternoon we will board our yacht for dinner 

and set sail on our Island cruise.

SUNDAY  |  ESPAÑOLA ISLAND

AM
 Gardner Bay: We’ll stroll along a magnificent 

white sand beach and witness sea lions, marine 

turtles, and the curious Española mockingbirds. 

We can take a brief swim on the beach or wait for 

an amazing snorkel along the underwater cliffs of 

Gardener-by-Española.

PM
 Punta Suárez: Be dazzled by cliff views of 

pounding surf and an amazing variety of seabirds. 

Brightly colored marine iguanas and the largest lava 

lizards of the Galápagos frequent the coast. Española 

is the only island where you’ll see waved albatrosses.

MONDAY  |  SAN CRISTÓBAL ISLAND

AM
 Puerto Baquerizo Moreno and El Junco or 

Cerro Tijeretas (Frigate Bird Hill): Visit the capital 

of the Galápagos province and (weather permitting), 

travel to El Junco, one of the few freshwater lakes 

in the islands, which sits in an extinct volcano and is 

ideal for bird watching. Cerro Tijeretas is a short walk 

from town. A statue of Charles Darwin overlooks the 

turquoise waters and white sands of the lagoon.

PM
 Cerro Brujo and Kicker Rock: A short panga 

ride along the cliffs of Cerro Brujo will be followed 

by a visit to the lovely coral sand beach, frequented 

by waders and migrant birds. Snorkelers will see 

an amazing array of sea life at Kicker Rock. The 

orange glow on the rock at sunset is one of the 

most dramatic sights in all of Galápagos.

TUESDAY  |  SANTA FÉ ISLAND  
AND SOUTH PLAZA ISLAND

AM
 Santa Fé: After landing on a white sand 

beach usually covered with sea lions, we’ll walk 

into a giant Opuntia cactus grove where we’ll have 

the opportunity to see the endemic land iguanas. 

The land visit will be followed by snorkeling and/or 

kayaking in the turquoise waters of the bay.

PM
 South Plaza: We will see another species 

of Galápagos land iguana and cactus finches. 

On small islands like this, terrestrial and marine 

species interact more than on the larger islands, 

and the occasional hybrid iguana (land and marine) 

with its “zebra-like” stripes can often be observed.

WEDNESDAY  |  GENOVESA ISLAND

AM
 Darwin Beach: Formed by the rim of a sunken 

crater, red mangroves along the hiking trail are 

home to yellow warblers, yellow-crowned night 

herons, pintail ducks, and an incredible abundance 

of red-footed boobies, great frigatebirds, swallow-

tailed gulls, and yellow-crowned night herons.

PM
 Prince Phillip’s Steps: Panga ride along 

Darwin Bay to scour the crevices for animal life. 

We’ll come to a natural rock staircase known as 

Prince Phillip’s Steps or the “Stairway to Seabird 

Heaven.” We’ll walk by massive colonies of red-

footed and Nazca boobies and a Palo Santo forest.

THURSDAY  |  SANTIAGO ISLAND  
AND BARTOLOMÉ ISLAND

AM
 Sullivan Bay (Santiago): We’ll walk across a 

recent lava flow formed in the second half of the 

19th Century. The lava itself and the contrasting 

black pahoehoe flow and the reddish-yellow tuff 

cones that are the stars of this visit.

PM
 Bartolomé: The most recognized landmark in 

the Galápagos, Pinnacle Rock juts straight out of 

Bartolomé’s northern bay. Snorkel and swim with 

Galápagos penguins. Climbing up the 600-m trail 

to the top of the island provides spectacular views.

FRIDAY  |  RÁBIDA ISLAND  
AND SOMBRERO CHINO ISLAND

AM
 Rábida: We’ll land at Red Beach where 

wading birds and ghost crabs dot the sand. Behind 

the beach is a saltwater lagoon where pintail ducks 

and common stilts are frequently seen along with a 

group of bachelor sea lions.

PM
 
Sombrero Chino: 

The waters near 

Sombrero Chino provide 

a great opportunity to see 

Galápagos penguins. A 

panga ride in search of 

wildlife is followed by a 

snorkel that often includes 

sharks, sea lions and rays.

SATURDAY  |  BALTRA

AM
 We’ll have breakfast on board  

then disembark at Baltra Island.

Eastern Galápagos Journey. 
EMBARK ON A FASCINATING ADVENTURE THROUGH THE GALÁPAGOS NATIONAL PARK.

  INTEGRITY  |  141' Motoryacht  

Cabins: 9  |  Guests: 16  |  Crew: 10 + Naturalist 

From: $104,000 per wk. all inclusive 

Offering uncompromising comfort and safety. 

Integrity carries snorkel gear and a fleet of 

sea kayaks, perfect for exploring the Islands’ 

shorelines, inlets, bays, and quiet coves.

  STELLA MARIS  |  124' Motoryacht  

Cabins: 6  |  Guests: 12  |  Crew: 8 + Naturalist 

From: $150,000 per wk. + exp. 

Warm, contemporary and truly luxurious, Stella 

Maris is an eco-friendly privately owned charter 

yacht that has been refitted to adapt to the fragile 

marine ecosystems of the Galápagos Islands.

  PASSION EXPLORER  |  159' Motoryacht  

Cabins: 6  |  Guests: 12  |  Crew: 11 + Naturalist 

From: $125,000 per wk. + exp. 

An expedition perfect for adventurous guests. 

Exclusive activities include rendezvous diving, apnea 

lessons,  photography workshops, paddle board 

yoga, catch & release fishing and massage therapy.

  REINA SILVIA  |  90' Motoryacht  

Cabins: 6  |  Guests: 12–16  |  Crew: 7 + Naturalist 

From: $68,000 per wk. all inclusive 

On the upper deck, the shaded lounge provides 

the perfect place to rest, relax and gather for 

refreshments with the entire group for sunsets  

and equator crossings.
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The yacht’s crew reserves the right to make itinerary adjustments including the order, replacement or substitution of activities that, in the wisdom of the moment, will enhance the experience.

Photo courtesy of MY Integrity

Photo courtesy of MY Reina Silvia
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First Hand Knowledge >  
Our featured Eastern Itinerary 
is based on the journey that 
Churchill’s charter expert 
LJ Houghting recently took 
onboard 141' MY Integrity



Old Havana, Cuba

WHILE HEAVY RESTRICTIONS ARE STILL IN PLACE 
FOR AMERICAN TOURISTS, WE REMAIN OPTIMISTIC 
THAT AT SOME POINT IN 2016 WE’LL GET OUR 
CUBA LUXURY YACHT CHARTER PROGRAM 
UNDERWAY, UNTIL THEN, STAY TUNED FOR  
THE LATEST UPDATES.

Due to the recent developments from the U.S. State 

Department we are optimistic that at some point in 

2016 we will be able to sell yacht charters to U.S. 

citizens. The Florida Yacht Brokers Association and 

the American Yacht Charter Association, which we 

are members of, keep us up-to-date on the fluid U.S./

Cuba relations as it relates to tourism. 

1845 Cordova Road. Suite 216 | Ft Lauderdale, FL 33316

+1-954-761-3237 | charter@churchillyachts.com

www.churchillyachts.com

Please follow us!
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Cuba Yacht 
Charters
close but no cigar...

IT IS NOT THE STRONGEST OF THE SPECIES THAT 

SURVIVE, NOR THE MOST INTELLIGENT, BUT THE  

ONE MOST RESPONSIVE TO CHANGE.

—CHARLES DARWIN
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Dolphin encounter during Reina Silvia’s panga ride to shore

CHURCHILL YACHT PARTNERS 

HAS BEEN PROVIDING 

LUXURY YACHT CHARTERS 

FOR OUR CLIENTS, 

WORLDWIDE, FOR OVER 

30 YEARS. CONTACT US 

TODAY AND WE’LL HELP YOU 

PLAN THE MOST EXCLUSIVE 

CHARTER VACATION EVER! 

TELEPHONE  |  +1-954-761-3237 

WWW.CHURCHILLYACHTS.COM 

CHARTER@CHURCHILLYACHTS.COM
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